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College of  Fort William.    The Directors  had  an-
nounced their intention of meeting the strictures of
Lord Wellesley on the need for general  education
and for moral discipline in this letter, and in 1804
a committee was appointed to report upon the foun-
dation of an educational establishment in England.
This committee reported that civil  servants should
not be sent to India under the age of eighteen, and
that, before proceeding to take up  their  appoint-
ments, they should be given some systematic training
together, in liberal studies as well as in the elements
of the Oriental  languages.    The question  at  once
arose  as  to  whether   the   proposed   establishment
should be a school or a college.    Many of the criti-
cisms directed against Haileybury in the early days
arose from a difference of  opinion in this  respect.
The original committee, while speaking of a college,
seem to have had in mind a school, for they requested
permission to engage  a  head-master and  teachers.
Scho.ol instruction and. school discipline might have
been what was most needed, had all students pro-
ceeded to India at the age of eighteen.   But eighteen
was the minimum, not the specified, age, and it was
ridiculous to  enforce  school  regulations on  young
men  from  nineteen  to twenty-one, which was the
maximum  age.     Malthus, the  celebrated writer on
political   economy,  who  was   one  of   the   original
professors at Haileybury, pointed out the difficulties,
which arose from the persistence of some Directors
in treating the East India College as a school, in a